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Ad

A magazine ad for a pro-homeopathy organisation was headlined "Homeopathy
cares" and contained thirteen claims under the sub-headlines "Homeopathy has a
history of success in chronic illness", "Homeopathy offers a caring alternative" and
"Opposition to homeopathy is based on propaganda".

Issue
Six complainants challenged whether the following claims could be substantiated:

1. "Homeopathy has a history of success in chronic illness",

2. "At Bristol Homeopathic Hospital 70.7% of 6,500 patients with chronic conditions
benefited from homeopathic treatment and had reduced need for conventional
medicine",

3. "...more randomised controlled trials are positive than negative" and

4. "In Cuba, an integrated approach to healthcare has led to homeopathy being used
to enable 2.3 million, including the elderly, to be cheaply and effectively protected
against endemic Leptospirosis".

The complainants challenged whether the following claims were misleading:

5. "About 6 million people in the UK choose Homeopathy",

6. "of the 2,500 most commonly used treatments in the NHS, 51% have unknown
effectiveness”,

7. "Even a small increase in spending on homeopathy could produce dramatic
benefits, reducing care needs and increasing patient quality of life",

8. "Sense About Science" is funded by pharmaceutical companies" and
9. "(Trick or Treatment?) has been shown to be scientifically unreliable".

They also challenged whether the following claims were irresponsible or denigratory:



10. "The NHS spends £2 billion annually on treating adverse side effects of
conventional drugs. Homeopathy has no side effects",

11. "Opposition to homeopathy is based on propaganda",

12. "The leading so-called 'expert' and critic of homeopathy, Professor Edzard Ernst,
has admitted that he has no qualifications in homeopathy" and

13. "The recent Science and Technology Committee report on homeopathy was
voted for by only three MP's".

Investigated under CAP Code (Edition 12) rules 3.1 (Misleading advertising), 3.6
(Subjective claims), 3.7 (Substantiation), 3.11 (Exaggeration), 12.1, 12.2 and 12.10
(Medicines, medical devices, health-related products and beauty products).



